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. This is the Final version of May-Aug 2022 Speaking PDF.
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and youtube channel (www.facebook.com/makkarielts
www.youtube.com/makkarielts), for notifications regarding updates on Cue
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. To download the updated file, kindly open your original payment confirmation
email and again click on ‘Download file’ button.

. Please do not delete your payment confirmation emails received from instamojo.
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LIST OF BOOKS SHOPS - India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh

(Our books are available at these shops)

Ludhiana

Bhatia Book Centre Books Market Ludhiana 98152-77131
Sahil Book Depot Books Market Ludhiana 84276-47001
Lyall Book Depot Books Market Ludhiana 2745756

Amritsar

Sarpal Book Depot Hall Bazar Amritsar

Parkash Book Depot Hall Bazar Amritsar

C.D Mehra & Sons Hall Bazar Amritsar

Khalsa Book Shop Opp Khalsa College Amritsar
Parvinder Book Depot Kairon Market Hall Bazar Amritsar

Jalandhar

V.K Book Depot S.D College Jalandhar 99153-70350

Modern Book Depot S.D College Jalandhar 98153-03956
Harbhajan Book Store Bargo Campp Jalandhar 98884-38020
Dhawan Book Depot Maihirn Gate Jalandhar 0181-2400406
English Book House Mai Hira Gate Jalandhar

Subash Book Depot Mai Hira Gate Jalandhar

City Book Depot Mai Hira Gate Jalandhar

Deepak Book Depot NEAR ADDA TANDA CHOWK Jalandhar City

Patiala

Pepsu Book Depot Chowk Arna Barna Patiala 98140-41623
Markan Book Depot Books Market Patiala 98159-54945
Goyal Book Depot Books Market Patiala 94636-19978

Bhathinda

Bhagwati Books Centre Court Road Bathinda 94631-20564
Aggarwal Book Centre Court Road Bathinda 94178-16439
Singla Book Store Cinema Road Bathinda 93172-89469
Goyal Book Depot Bhathinda

Hoshairpur

Chand Lal Soni &Sons Vakilan Bazar Hoshairpur 01882-225325
Ramesh Book Depot Govt College Chowk Hoshairrpur 01882-231866
Kapoor Book Shop Near Gov.College Chowk Hoshairpur 01882-256370
Handa Book Depot Vakilan Bazar Hoshirpur 94173-90666

Moga

Gupta Book Depot Court Road Moga 98144-34111

Mohindra Book Depot Court Road Moga 98144-00875
Arora Brothers,Book Seller Court Road Moga 01636-501309
Malhotra Book Depot Main Bazar Moga 94639-20521

Mittal Book Depot Main Bazar Moga 9814621228

Pathankot

Dev Di Hatti Shahpur Chowk Pathankot
Sharma Book Depot Books Market Pathankot
Laxmi Kitab Ghar Books Market Pathankot

Batala

Kumar Book Corner Cinema Road Batala 98142-19314
Kapoor Book Centre Cinema Road Batala
Shanti Book Depot Cinema Road Batala 01871-240759

Abohar

Aggarwal Book Depot Books Market Abohar
Charandas Amrit Lal Bazar No.9 Abohar 01634-221136
Pee.Kay.Books & Sty. Mart Dav College Road Abohar 92169-24374

Malerkotla

Mahindra Traders Books Market Malerkotla 94170-53831
Mahindra Stationery Mart Talab Bazar Malerkotla 94173-28260

Khanna

Kapoor Book Shop Books Market Khanna 94178-55520
R.K Book Shop Books Market Khanna 90411-84130
Universal Book Shop Books Market Khanna 01628-220035
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Phagwara Munni Di Hatti Bansan Bazar Phagwara 01824-264593
Chaman Di Hatti Bansan Bazar Phagwara 01824-267263
Gupta Book Depot Satnam Pura Phagwara 98154-08353
Jagdambay Book Depot Old Post Office Road 90410-07052

Muktsar Arora Book Center Kotkapura Chowk Muktsar 98146-12678
Sai Book Palaza Near Kotkapura Chowk Muktsar 98554-99766
Mohindra Book Depot Kotkapura Road Muktsar 98035-33410
Jati Ram Lachmandas Gandhi Chowk Muktsar 98151-62590

Barnala Navchetan Book Depot Near S.D College Barnala 98728-4726
New Punjab Book Depot Zind Kunji Morcha Sadar Bazar Barnala 98722-
08019

Firozpur Gian Chand & Sons Book Seller Main Bazar Ferozpur 01632-226995

Anshu Book Store Main Bazar Ferozpur 98158-68950

Sita Ram Book Depot Neem Wala Chowk Bazar No.7 Ferozpur 98157-85543
Vishal Book Depot Delhi Gate Chowk Main Bazar Ferozpur 98725-48839
Baijnath & Sons Inside Delhi Gate 92179-17053

Kapurthala Kumar Book Depot Mall Road Kapurthala 98720-34513
Rajesh Book Depot Mall Road Kapurthala 98720-34513
Kiran Book Depot Near Hindu Kanya College Kapurthala 98143-82999

Rajpura Bhatia Book Centre K S M Road Rajpura 94633-76730
Ravi Book Depot Kasturba Road Rajpura 98780-21662
Kotkapura R.K Goyle & Sons Book Depot Old Bus Stand Kotkapura 98556-32876

New Goyal Book Depot Kotkapura 94171-05200

Sangrur Mittal Book Store Near Bus Stand ,Dhuri Gate Sangrur 01672-230391
Jain Trading Co. Dhuri Gate Phirni Road Sangrur 98766-60220

Faridkot Punjab Book Store College Road Faridkot 98761-34419
Malhotra Book Depot Near Old Post Office Faridkot 98143-73056
S.R Hans Book Depot Front Of Jubllie Cinema College Road Faridkot 98726-

14504
Mansa Parkash Book Depot Cinema Road Mansa 98157-10212

Jain Book Depot Main Bazar Mansa 98726-24860
Gobindgarh Ved Book Depot Goal Market Mandi Gobindgarh 92166-58764
Mohali Narula Book Shop Booth No.10 Phase -1 Mohali 98888-88337

Classic Book Shop, Phase 3B2 Mohali (near Punjab & Sind Bank)
Bansal Book Shop, Phase 3B2 Mohali

Chandigarh Variety Book Store Sector 17 Chandigarh

Universal Book Shop Sector 17 Chandigarh

Hussain Book shop, Shop No. 21, Old Book Market, Sector 15-A, 9888039333
Verma Book Agency Shop No. 78 Sector 16-D C

Delhi General Book Depot 16, Ansari Road, 1st Floor, Daryaganj, New Delhi
Om SaiTech Books Shop No. 7, 19, Ansari Road, Near Shri Radha-Madhav
Mandir,Daryaganj, New Delhi

Gujarat/Ahmedabad | "Mk Book Distributors. 1, Tulsi, 2 Azad Society, Ambawadi.Ahmedabad
M: 9898075322

Atul Book Stall - 25356178

Book Shelf - 26441826
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Crossowrd - 26424907

New Zaveri Book Centre — 2537232
Patel Book Agency - 25324741
Sagar Books

SS Books

Gujarat/Anand Ajay Book Stall - 238237
Roopal Book Stall - 237171

Baroda Allies Store
Book World
Bansal Books Stall
Nilesh Book Cenre

Rajkot 0ld & New Book Shop - 2466195
Ravi Prakashan - 2460625

Surat Popular Book Centre - 2464076
Lucky Book Store - 2476530

Sri Lanka CG Associates -4921546/4816726
(Colombo) Sarasvi Book Shop - 2821454
Vijitha Yapa Book Shop - 2816510
Jeya Book Centre - 2438227
Expographic Books - 2787140

Bangladesh (Dhaka) | Karim International - 02-9130457

KERALA . Bhadra Centre, Kunnurnpuram Junction, TVM, Ph 0471 2572010
. S.S. Kovil Road, Thiruvananthapuram, PH 0471 2329436

. Holy Angels Convent Road, Vanchiyoor, TVM, Ph : 04714579333
. Bishop Jerome Nagar, Kollam, Ph 0474 2765421

. Mill Road, Vadayattukotta, Kollam, Phone: 0474 .27446/7, 2744678
. Central Junction, Pathanamthitta, Ph: 0468 2223081

. Mundappallil Alpha Arcade, Thiruvalla, Ph 0469 2979800

. C.M.S. College Road, Kottayam, Ph 0481 2304351

. Govt. Hospital Junction, Pala, Ph: 0482 2210830

. Kanjiramattam By Pass Road, Thodupuzha, Ph 0486 .2220801
. Palarivattom, Ernakulam, Ph : 0484 ¢ 2344337

. Anand Bazar, Ernakulam, Ph : 0484 2375649

. S.C.Road, Ernakulam, Ph : 0484 2375563

. Near TDM Hall, D.H. Road, Ernakulam, Ph : 0484 2351233

. Valluvassery Mega Square, Kadavanthra, Ph : 0484 2203683

. Hill Palace Road, Thripunithura, Ph: 0484 2777137

. Opp. KSFE Bhavan, Mavelipuram, Kakkanad. Ph : 0484 2428664
. High Road, Thrissur, PH : 0487 2421462

. South Bazar, Thrissur. Ph 0487 2442881

. Round North. Kailasam Building, Thrissur. Ph : 9387073335

. Guruvayur Road, Kunnamkulam, Ph : 04885 222243

. VVadakkanchery Road, Kunnamkulam, Ph : 04885 224196

. Manjakkulam Road, Palakkad, Ph 0491 2526317

. OPP. New Bus Stand. Kozhikode, Ph : 0495 2720620

. Fort Road, Kannur, Ph: 0497 2706467

. City Centre, Near Bus Stand, Main Road, Kanhangad, Ph : 0467 .
2205285
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1. Describe a time when you were stuck in a traffic
jam.

You should Say:

When and where it happened

How long you were in the traffic jam

What you did while waiting

And explain how you felt when you were in that traffic jam.

| live in a small town and in general, there is not much traffic on the roads.

The only time we face traffic jams is when there is a religious procession or a political rally.
And most of the times, these are announced beforehand so | rarely get stuck in traffic jams.
However, last month | had gone to Jalandhar to buy some clothes for my cousin’s wedding.
When we went, there was no traffic.

On the way back, the main road was shut down as there had been a collision between two
buses between Phagwara, my hometown and Jalandhar.

Big cranes had to be called to remove the buses from the roads and that took time.

This being a main road slowly led to a huge jam.

The traffic police tried to get the traffic diverted through the service road.

But the road was considerably narrower than the main road and because of that the traffic
built up.

We were stuck in the jam for at least 2 to 3 hours.

At first, we didn’t think we would have to wait for so long.

We thought it was just busier than normal and things would clear up soon.

However, when our car barely moved 100 metres in 15 minutes, my dad went out and
enquired about what had happened.

We couldn’t really back up as there was no space.

So, we tried to use the time by playing games and listening to music.

To be honest, we also spent a big part whining about government failure, although we all knew
such circumstances are unavoidable.

| don’t think | could describe what we felt at that time.

We all just wanted the traffic jam to clear up and reach home as soon as possible.

But the day ended on a happy note as far | as was concerned.

Because we reached home late, my mother didn’t get time to cook.

And we got Pizzas to eat for dinner.
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Follow-ups

1. Are traffic jams common in Indian cities?

Yes, India has a huge population and traffic jams are not uncommon especially in big cities like
Delhi, Bombay, Chennai and Kokatta. Moreover, there is also a bad culture of parking cars on the
roads in India, which reduces available space for parking and leads to jams.

2. Why are cities today facing serious traffic issues?

| think the main reason for the serious traffic issues is increasing urbanisation. More and more
people are moving to cities for the better quality of life but this leads to more cars than roads can
handle. Moreover, some older cities have narrow roads as they were not designed keeping today’s
use of cars in minds. These narrow roads restrict traffic flow and lead to jams.

3. What can be done to improve traffic conditions in cities?

First, | think the government should promote the use of public transportation by making it more
comfortable and faster. For example, the traffic conditions in Delhi have improved considerably
after the launch of Delhi Metro. Also, the roads need to be widened wherever possible to
accommodate more cars.

4. Can developing public transport help resolve traffic issues in cities?

| think public transportation can resolve traffic issues but if it is fast and comfortable. Delhi had
local trains for long time and people did not prefer them because they were slow. However, the
construction of Delhi metro, which is quite fast and comfortable, made a real dent in traffic.
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2.Describe an invention that has changed how people
live.

You should say:

- Whatitis

- How has it changed people’s lives

- What benefits did it bring

- And explain if it is more important for older or younger people.

e Life has progressed by leaps and bounds due to inventions in science.

e Nearly every field in life has been impacted by some invention or the other.

e However, today | would like to talk the invention, which has had an impact on our entire life.

e ltistheinternet.

e Nearly everything we do has changed because of the internet.

e The biggest difference has been on the way we communicate.

e We can talk to anyone, anytime and from anywhere.

e Also, it is much easier to remain in contact with our friends and family members because of
the internet.

e Life has become faster as communication has become instantaneous.

e Internet’s impact is not only limited to just communication.

e |t has made a difference to the way we shop, the way we learn and the way we seek
healthcare.

e We can access every luxury, sitting in the comforts of our home.

e Onthe other hand, there have also been a few negatives of the internet.

e Internet has in some ways decreased respect for the elderly.

e First, we don’t value them as much because we are not dependent upon them for advice or
suggestions as in the past.

e We can search for anything online.

e If we don’t know anything, we don’t need to ask anyone, we can just simply search it online.

e This is making us independent, but at the same time making our grandparents and parents
feel like they are losing their importance.

e Secondly, because they are not that comfortable with use of computers and the internet, they
haven’t been benefited as much as the young one’s have.

e Slowly, everything is moving online and the old people are finding it challenging to adapt
because of this.
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Follow-ups

1. How has technology made our life easier?

Different technologies have made our lives easier in different ways. However, in effect most
technologies reduce our labour and save us valuable time, thus improving our quality of life
considerably. They also in a way reduce our need on others because we can do everything on our
own.

2. Which invention do you think is the most useful at home?

| think it’s very hard to choose one. It really depends upon the person and their use. For example, |
find dishwashers as very useful because in my house, | have the responsibility of washing utensils.
For my mother the answer might be the vacuum cleaner as she is responsible for cleaning.

3. Is it more difficult for old people to accept new technologies?

| think change is difficult for everyone and the difficulty increases with age because the time we
spend accustomed to something also increases as we grow older. | think rather than looking at it as
a problem, we should be focusing on ways to making it easier for our elders to accept them.

4. What can be done to help old people learn to make use of new technologies?

Many steps can be taken to encourage the use of new technologies. Firstly, these big technology
companies can organise seminars where older people can be taught about use of latest gadgets. |
remember when my mother first bought a laptop, she was offered a free two hour session on its
use for the whole week. At the end of the week, she knew many things, | didn’t. Secondly, family
members can also be helpful in helping their parents and grandparents when they are finding
something difficult.

5. Will our life be better if we live without technology ?

Technology has improved our life in many ways but it has also brought many challenges. Life would
certainly be simpler, but | wouldn’t call it better. Moreover, | think we have become so accustomed
to technology just the idea of living without it is unfathomable.
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3.Describe a family member whom you would like to
work with in the future.

You should say:

- Who the person is

- Have you ever worked with the person before

- What kinds of work you would like to do with the person

- And explain how you will feel if you can finally work together.

. | have always wanted to work in a big multinational company.

. | would never miss a chance to work in any such company.

. However, my uncle runs a spare part manufacturing company by the name of Akal Industries.

. | have seen him grow from a small firm with a handful of employees working under him, to a
fairly big company with about 300 employees.

. | am sure that with his way of working and his rapport with his employees, the day is not far
when it will be no less than any MNC

. | would love to work with him.

. | would like to do my ‘Masters in Business Management’ from Canada and then join him.

. | have never worked with him so far, but have seen him work many times.

. He is in his forties and is tall and very handsome.

. His son Aman is the same age as |, and we are both classmates.

. My uncle has promised that he would allow us to work for his company only after we have

both got some degrees from good colleges in hand.

. Aman wants to go for Mechanical Engineering and | want to do Business management.

. With different skills in hand we both would prove to be an asset to the company.

. | would feel very good if | would get a chance to work in my uncle’s company.

J Although he has so many employees, he himself also works with the machines with them. He
looks after their needs very well.

) All of them are happy working for him.

) He has taken part in many auto fests in India and abroad.

) He gets many orders from abroad and always fulfills them in time even though he has to make
his workers work double time.

) He is very quality conscious and if any end product does not meet his expectations, he takes
a second to discard it.

) It would be great to work for a person like him, and be like him one day.
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Follow-ups

Family businesses:

1. Are there any positive effects of working with a family member?

Certainly, there are many benefits of working with a family member. A family member would be
more supportive if an occasional time off is needed. Secondly, the family member would also be
satisfied as he would not have the fear of any outsider cheating him in business. However, one
must realise that some work ethics have to be maintained even if one is working for a family
member.

2. What kinds of family businesses are there in India?

India is a diverse country and a fast growing one too. All sorts of family businesses are there in
India. My hometown Phagwara is a hub of small scale industry. Many people are into making auto
spare parts. | visited Rajkot in Gujarat and | saw many households run the business of Patola sarees.
You name a business, and you will find it in India.

3. Why do people like to set up a family business?

Family business ensures employment within a family. If a person has some business know-how, he
can start a small business and make it grow with family support. One does not have to go out
hunting for jobs. By having a family business, one can be a job provider rather than being a job
seeker.

4, What are the advantages and disadvantages of a family business?

The advantages are that one does not have to go out hunting for jobs. By having a family business,
one can be a job provider rather than being a job seeker. An entrepreneur is his own boss. If the
whole family works hard and the business flourishes, it can be a rags to riches story.

The disadvantages are that if the business faces a slump, the whole family can turn from riches to
rags overnight. The family members may also have conflicts if they feel that some of them are just
reaping benefits without actually working hard.

5. What are the causes for the success of a family business?
The success of a family business are dependent on mutual trust among the family members,
disciplined atmosphere at work and recognition of each others inputs.

6. How is the relation among members of a family business?
For any family business to thrive, good relation among family members is of paramount
importance. If this is not there then the family business can see its doom very soon.

Family in general:

1. In what ways have families in your country changed recently?

Families have changed from joint to extended. This change has mostly been out of compulsion
rather than choice. Young people are getting jobs in metros and in foreign countries. So, they leave
their parents behind. However, these nuclear units are well connected to each other.

2. Should husbands and wives have different roles within the family?

Gender differences are disappearing these days and both husband and wife have to work outside
for making a comfortable living. So, roles within the family should ideally be the same. However,
these changes will take some time to implement. Women are yet supposed to look after household
chores more than men despite being out of the home for the same time as men.
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3. Which are more important to you: your family or your friends?

Both are important to me, but family definitely has an edge over friends. Friends can turn out to be
fair weather friends, but family is always there through one’s thick and thin. It has been rightly said
that ‘in times of test, family is best’.

Working in large companies:

1. What are the advantages of working in a big company?

There are many advantages of working in a big company. Firstly, big companies offer big salaries.
Secondly, there is a status symbol attached. Also, there are chances of foreign visits. Finally, there is
multi-culture experience in big companies

2. Will promotion be easier in a big company?
| don’t think so. In a big company, you are part of a big crowd. Unless your work really stands out,
you are not even noticed.

3. Should big companies donate more to charities?
Definitely yes. Big companies have a corporate social responsibility. Under that, they are supposed
to do charity.

4, Should big companies be punished more seriously if they break the law?
| don’t think so. Punishment should be the same for all if they break the law. Even a small company
should be punished as severely.
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4. Talk about an important river or lake in your country

or hometown
Which water body is that
- How do you know about it?
- Why does it impress you so much

e Indiais a diverse country.

e There are many rivers, lakes, beaches in India which are important.

e One important river that | would like to talk about here is the river Ganges or the Ganga, as
we popularly call it

e | don’t exactly remember when | learnt about it but | think it was most likely in school.

e |t was a part of Geography class which covered major Indian rivers.

e | think | learnt more about it through news as | grew older.

e |don’t know everything about it but | do know quite a lot about it.

e |t emerges out of the Himalayas from the glaciers and falls into the Bay of Bengal.

e |tis a perennial river as water is available throughout the year.

e |t receives water from two sources, the glaciers in the Himalayas and the rainfall in the
monsoon season.

e |tisimpressive for many reasons, the first being its length.

e |tis one of the longest rivers of the world and it is the longest river in India.

e Many people are dependent upon it for their livelihood.

e The farmers use its water for agriculuture and people also do fishing in this river.

e Theriveris also famous for religious reasons.

e |tis considered sacred and many Hindu festivals are organised on the banks of river Ganga.

e |nfact, last rites of Hindus are conducted on the river banks as well.

e Adipinthe river Ganga is believed to wash away all the sins.

e However, in recent years, | hear about the river mostly for the wrong reasons like excessive
pollution, illegal fishing and illegal sand mining from the river banks.

e | have also heard about fish and dolphins dying because of these activities.

e The governments have promised to bring about changes but unfortunately the results have
been far from satisfactory.

e But, | also believe that government can’t do anything, if people do not support it inits actions.
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Follow-ups

1. Why do many people like going to places with water such as lakes, rivers, or seas?
People like to go to such places because they can do various activities there and have a fun time.
They can do swimming, boating, rafting, surfing, snorkeling, scuba diving and so on. Moreover,
India has a long coastline. People can find such places easily and so these places have become
important tourist destinations.

2. What kinds of leisure activities do people like to do in water places?
They can do swimming, boating, rafting, surfing, snorkeling, scuba diving and so on.
3. Do children and old people relax in the same ways when they go to beach?

No, they relax in different ways as their age allows them. The elderly just sit there and watch their
children and grandchildren play with the waves. Children run around the beach, play beach
volleyball, swim, splash in water and relax by sweating out their energy.

4, Why do people like water sports?

People like water sports because they are fun especially during the long summer months. For
people who don’t live near the coastal areas or any other water bodies, such places are a change
and so they are fun and exciting.

5. Do you think beach or seaside is more suitable for children or old people to spend their
leisure time at?

Yes, it is. However, they should refrain from going near water during high tide. Beaches where a lot
of people are there are relatively safer than those which are isolated.

6. Is there much water transportation in your country?

| live in the north of India. There is no water transportation here, but as you go south, there is a
long coastline where water transportation is very common.

7. Do people travel by boat in your country?
People living in coastal areas do travel by boat for short distances.
8. How important is water in daily life?

Water is the very essence of life. It is as simple as — no water, no life. That is why when space
exploration is done, the first thing to see is signs of water. Otherwise no life is possible there.

9. How important are rivers and lakes to the cities where they located?

Water bodies are very important. They are a source of livelihood for fishermen. These water bodies
attract tourists who in turn boost the economy of these places.

10. Do the rivers in your country suffer from serious pollution?

Yes, pollution of these water bodies is a big issue. That is why the government of India has launched
a massive campaign to save the river Ganges.

11. Do you think human activity is posing a threat to oceans globally?

Yes, definitely. People are dumping their waste in these oceans. Industries are dumping untreated
effluents in oceans. Then there are oil-spills from time to time.
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5. Talk about a traditional object of your country or
Talk about a traditional product of your country that
you bought

- Whatis it

- How s it made

- When did you try it for the first time
- Why do you like it

. India is rich in tradition and culture

. It is also very diverse.

. Traditional products are different in different parts of India

. Here | would like to talk about a traditional product which is of Punjab

. Jutti is an urdu word for shoe with a closed upper attached to a sole

. These are traditionally made of pure leather.

. They are is beaded, threaded and embroidered in different eye-catching colours.
. They are made by skilled craftsmen.

. Some designs are very intrinsic and delicate

. Some are just plain or use coloured leather

. | have many Punjabi juttis

. | wear them very often

. | remember, the first time | wore Punjabi jutti was on my cousin’s wedding, two years ago.
. After that | liked it so much that | started wearing them in routine.

. They are very comfortable

. They are the most versatile footwear.

. They are popular among both genders.

. They can be worn everyday, on weddings, parties and on festivals

. They were first introduced by the Mughals and were very popular among the royalty
. First the raw hide is processed

. Then it is dyed

. Then the cobblers make the juttis

. Finally stitching and embroidery is done in the end.

. | like them because, they looks beautiful and are also very comfortable to wear.
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Follow-ups

1. Describe another traditional product from your country (apart from what you spoke about)
India is a diverse country. There are many traditional products here. We have earthen pots, ceramic
pottery of Jaipur, puppets of Rajasthan, phulkari embroidery of Punjab, hand-knotted carpets of
Srinagar and many more.

2. What are the benefits of traditional products to locals?
Traditional products keep the locals in touch with their culture and tradition. They also become a
source of earning, when tourists show interest in these products and buy them.

3. Do you think the government should help in the promotion of traditional products?
Definitely, it should. If governments promotes traditional products, only then these will remain alive,
otherwise these products will die and so will our culture and tradition.

4, Do you think because of globalization countries are adopting each other’s traditions.

Yes, as countries know about these traditions, they adopt them. In a way it is good. Diwali is
celebrated by many people outside India also. We have also started celebrating Valentine’s Day,
Grandparents’ Day, Father’s Day and Mother’s Day etc

5. Why do people buy traditional products because of their traditional value or because of they
are handmade.

People buy these products for both these reasons. Handmade things have their own charm and only
handmade things can have the real traditional value. When things are made in bulk using machines,
then the whole traditional value of the thing is lost.

6. Did the traditional things of the past have more value than the present things?

Yes, of course. We must remember that the things we consider new and modern today will become
traditions for the future. So, the traditional things of the past were different and as time passes those
things become antiques and so become more valuable.

7. Did the traditional things of the past have better quality than the present things?
Not necessarily. The things made today also have good quality. Actually, it depends on the person
making those things. There have always been good craftsmen and bad craftsmen.

8. Is it necessary to protect traditions?
Yes, of course. Traditions are our roots. They bind us to our past. Without traditions we would feel
cut off from our past.

9. Do you think teenagers should learn about traditions?

Yes, they should be taught. Otherwise, they will feel cut off from the past. As it is, the teenagers of
today are being lured by the global culture and are drifting away from traditions
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6. Describe a positive change in your life

What the change was

When it happened

How it happened

And explain why it was a positive change

Change is the law of nature.

We all make changes in our life from time to time.

| have also made many changes in my life.

Here | would like to talk about a positive change that | made in my life recently.
This change is that | have started managing my time very effectively.
Earlier | used to procrastinate a lot.

| was a real cunctator. (You may skip this line)

| used to do everything at the 11th hour.

Most of my work was left undone.

One day | read an article in The Tribune on Effective Time Management.
The writer had very nicely explained the importance of time management.
Everybody on Earth has the same 24 hours in a day.

The only difference between success and failure is effective time management.
Time is the most important commodity on Earth.

We can buy gold and silver but we cannot buy time.

The writer had also given simple ways to manage time.

| started making a list of to-do things before going to bed.

| try my best to fulfil it the next day.

This has brought a sea change in my life.

Now | have time for everything.

| have time for my hobbies and even for visiting neighbours and relatives.

It has also reduced stress in my life because not a single important work is pending.

23

Earlier, | used to be very tense about my pending works, but now | complete all my work in

time and so feel relaxed all the time.
| feel very good about it.
| feel | am a new person.

Follow Ups

1. Is your country changing rapidly?
Yes, my country is changing rapidly. India is a developing country and is changing day-by-day for the
better. With the advancement of technology it is stepping fast from a developing to a developed
country. Change has always been happening, but technology has hastened the process of change.

2. How is your country changing?
| think my country is changing in many ways. Firstly, | can see the effect of globalisation, people are
wearing western clothes, eating western cuisines and watching foreign shows more and more.
Secondly, people are also becoming modern in their thinking and views. Many wrong traditional
practices like dowry are losing ground. Finally, we are developing in infrastructure and facilities. Many
modern facilities like fast internet connectivity , subways are accessible to people today.

3. Do you believe that the changes your country went through are positive?
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For me, most of the changes have been positive. But | think this is also due to the fact that | am
optimist and | like to look at things from a positive side. Moreover, although | consider that most of
the changes have been positive, some have happened at a slower pace than | had hoped.

4. Do you think change is good ?

Well change can be both good and bad. It really depends upon on the change and why we are making
the change. In the end, if we are changing for the right reasons, to make our ourselves better, then
change is definitely good. However, if we are being forced to change or if we are developing negative
habits like drinking, smoking due to stress or peer pressure, | would consider it bad.

5. What are some of the major changes that usually occur in people in their lives?

| think changes occur throughout our life. First are the physical and hormonal changes which occur
when we go through puberty like developing facial hair, deepening of voice and so on. Then, it is
mental maturity, which occurs as we experience and face different things. We learn how to deal with
issues and face challenges.

6. Is it important for people to make changes according to their surroundings?

Yes, | think there is no problem in changing according to surroundings as long we don’t feel like we
are changing our identity because of these changes. For example, when in a foreign country, it is
perfectly fine to try out foreign clothes and dishes. At the same time, if a person is a vegetarian, |
wouldn’t consider it fine to try non-vegetarian just to fit in
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7.Talk about an important/Special event you
celebrated

- What wasi it

- When did you celebrate
- Where did you celebrate
- Who was with you

- Why was It special

e | have attended many events in my life such as weddings and festivals.

e Here | would like to talk about our national festival Diwali, which | celebrated with my family
on 19th October last year.

e | remember very well how the whole month before Diwali, we were busy in the cleaning of
our home.

e We bought gifts to give to our friends and relatives.

e Normally we buy crackers to burn on that day, but this year we did not buy any crackers, as
pollution is growing day by day.

e On the actual day of Diwali, we all went to the Gurdwara to pay obeisance to the almighty and
seek his blessings.

e After that we went to some friends and relatives homes to present them the gifts we had
bought for them

e Then we came home and decorated our home with candles and diyas.

e This time my father had also got some electric lights fitted in our home.

e My mother cooked special dishes for us and we enjoyed dinner.

e We also remember we turned on all the lights of our house and all the doors open because it
is believed that Goddess Laxmi visits the homes on that day.

e |felt very good as | enjoyed all that very much.

e You know mam/Sir, Diwali holds a special significance for us.

e |tis celebrated because on this day Lord Rama returned from Ayodhya after 14 years of exile.

e |tis also celebrated because the sixth Guru, Guru Hargobind ji was set free from Gwalior Jail
with 52 kings.

e On this day, the arrogant tyrant Bali was killed by lord Vishnu.

e So this is a traditional celebration, which all Indians celebrate with great pomp and show
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Follow-ups

1. How do people in your country celebrate events?

People celebrate events in many ways. Some hold family get-togethers, others properties and some
celebrate by burning crackers. Some people celebrate by just going out for a lunch or dinner, while
some others celebrate by donating to charities.

2. What events do Indian people like to celebrate?
Indian people like to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, festivals like Deepawali and Dussehra. Some
people celebrate if they do well in their exams, other people celebrate if they win any competition.

3. Why do you think celebration is important?
Celebration is very important. It is a time when people spend some time together and share the
happiness of each other. Such events also bring about social harmony and peace.

4, Do you prefer big or small celebrations?
| personally prefer small celebrations, because in these we can interact with all the people present.
Big celebrations are just a show-off and the hosts hardly even come to know who all were there.

5. Why do some people like expensive and grand celebrations?
Some people like expensive and grand celebrations because they want to show their status, and they
want such events to be an everlasting memory in their minds.

6. Do you think it is a waste of money to spend much on celebrations of national events?

No, | do not think it is a waste of money to spend on celebrations of national events. Such events
bring a feeling of patriotism in the minds of young people, who are otherwise drifting away from their
culture and tradition. Such events also attach young people to their roots.

7. How can people prepare for an event?

People can prepare for any event by planning in advance. First they decide their budget and after
that they make a list of people home to invite. Then they decide what all they would like to do on
that day when all the guests have arrived. They arrange a proper lunch or dinner and also arrange
some games and other things which they would like to do on that day.

8. Do you like to plan for an important meeting or activity?

Yes, | would definitely like to plan for an important meeting or activity. If any event is not planned
then it can result in total chaos. If land well any event can leave an everlasting imprint on the minds
of all those who attend it.

9. What factors should be considered when planning an event?

The first thing to be considered when planning an event is deciding on a budget. After that all the
activities that need to be done on that they have to be looked into. Then it has to be decided whether
the event should be held in a hotel or at home. The games to be played on that day all the activities
to be done on that they have also to be blind well. All this can never be a one-man show. Teamwork
is very important in planning such events.
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8. Describe a time when you observed the stars
- When you observed the stars

- Where and with whom you went?

- What you observed

- And explain how you felt when you saw the stars.

. | like to look at the sky at night and enjoy the twinkling stars.

. | have been doing that since my childhood.

o Here | would like to talk about a time, | remember well, when | observed the stars in a very
interesting way.

. Last year, it was my cousin’s wedding in September.

. We had so many guests, that my cousins and | had to sleep on the terrace.

. It was quite pleasant outside and we were happy with the arrangements of sleeping outside.

. After dinner, we all carried our beddings upstairs and laid our beds.

. It was a clear moonlit night and we could see the stars twinkling brightly.

. We started giving shapes to the star patterns.

. It was great fun.

. My cousin, Rubina is 13 years old and had come from America. She told us that her
geography teacher had told her a lot about constellations and the sun and the planets.

. She told us in a very interesting way what the stars can teach us.

. We were very impressed by the way things were taught in her school in America.

. All | remember was mugging up chapters from my geography book to pass the exams.

. We gazed at the stars and enjoyed the twinkling and tried to figure out some constellations.

o She also told me the names of a few constellations, but unfortunately, | don’t remember
them now, as it is more than one year when she told me about them.

J There are many mythological stories related to stars.

J Once, my friend in school told me that when a person dies, he becomes a star.

J Many people who have lost their near and dear ones look at the stars to find them.

. So this was the time that | remember well when | admired the stars
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Follow-ups

1. Why do people like to study the sky?

People like to study the sky to notice the changes in weather; some see it as an inspiration for arts
like painting, photography, etc. It is also important to study about sky and space to understand that
we are a part of a very large universe, which ignites our curiosity about what’s beyond the sky. Some
people study it, as they believe that planetary movements affect a person’s fate.

2. Do you know any story related to planets?

| don’t remember any one story, but | used to read the comics series Chacha Chaudhary, in which
there is a giant named ‘Sabu’ who visits Earth from Jupiter and decides to stay back with Chacha
Chaudhary, after he tastes the food on Earth. There are also many movies made about superheroes
from other planets, like PK, Spiderman, etc

3. Do you think children should be told planet stories to improve their imagination?

Yes, definitely. It is very important that children be told stories about other planets. It most certainly
helps improve their creativity and imagination, because of the curiosity it ignites/creates in their
minds. Some children also end up taking it up as a career path and grow up to be astronauts, space
research scientists, rocket engineers, etc.

4, Would children be benefited from watching stars?

Yes, children would be benefitted from watching stars. They become curious about the universe and
outer space, which help increase their creativity and also, might help them chose it as a career path
in the future.

5. Would you like to watch movies on planets?

Yes, | like to watch movies about other planets and outer space. In fact, | recently watched one such
movie, PK, where an alien comes from another planet to Earth. It is a very good and inspirational
movie, where this alien character has been used very nicely to portray all the blind superstitions we
follow. This movie was a blockbuster/super-hit.

6. Did you like to watch the sky when you were young?

Yes, | liked to watch the sky when | was young. | remember that during summer vacations, we used
to visit our farmhouse and we used to sleep outside, in the open. At that time | did not know anything
about constellations, but we used to find the night sky with the twinkling stars very fascinating and
beautiful.
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